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State of Palau's Birds 2014 is dedicated to the precious memory of Palau's beloved
“Father Huan,” the Jesuit missionary who served over 50 years as parish priest in the
communities of Angaur and Peleliu and who led parishioners in building the shrine of
the Immaculate Conception on Angaur Island.

It is reliably witnessed that during his burial ceremony on Angaur, several iconic
White Terns briefly hovered over the open grave and then settled in a nearby tree for
the duration of the ceremony.
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Palau’s Honeyeater (Chesisebangiau), Myzomela rubratra kobayashi
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With their bright colors, cheerful song and acrobatic antics, honeyeaters enrich the quality of daily life for people all over Palau even in densely
populated towns and at popular tourist destinations. The honeyeaters on this page posed for their pictures in the locales indicated on each photo

ong Island Ngerkebesang Belau National Museum




Chades er a Mechorei Historical Site — Alrai

A traditional Palauan folk tale relates how a group of
rubak elders met at Chades er a Mechorei (pictured left)
to determine ownership of an offshore island by a holding
a contest to see who could throw his partly-chewed betel
nut cud (ullemachel) the farthest across the water from the
Chades er a Mechorei stone platform toward the island.
Recognizing that the rich red color of a honeyeater resembles
the red color of a betel nut cud, one clever rubak concealed
a honeyeater in his hand and when it was his turn, he threw
the bird at the island as if it were his betel nut cud, winning
the contest when the honeyeater flew across the water, over
the island and out of sight.
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PALAUAN GREENSPACES

Greenspaces are places where natural habitats are preserved. They play a key role in
maintaining healthy ecosystems and healthy people. Palau is blessed with several types of
greenspaces that onnchwummdlmmoods
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W (right) are essenbalty artificial wetiands that often harbor a rich
diversity of wildiife to enhance the quality of life in nearby villages. A common resident of taro
patch wetlands is the brilkantly-colored Palau Purple Swamphen, a rare endemic subspecies
found only in the lradwnal taro patches of Palau
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Mbgralory gatherings of the Cattie Egret (Keremlal Sechw) Bulxdcus s, in the mangrove wetiands offshore Long Island Park
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An Index of the Quality of Life in Villages and Towns

In the words of Roger Tory Peterson, "Birds undeniably contribute to our pleasure and quality
of life.” People around the world appreciate the contributions of bird diversity and abundance
to the quality of their ives, especially in suburban or rural settings. For example, bird
diversity is regularly monitored as one of the 15 national indicators of the quality of life in the ™
United Kingdom. Figure 1 depicts trends of the UK. quality-of-ife bird diversity indicators.
Conservationist Aldo Leopold once mused that, “It's barely possible that God likes to hear
birds sing and see flowers bloom.” .

S B

e

e |
Palau’s Bird Diversity
A Quality-of-Life Indicator

The National Program for Monitoring Forest and Coastal l!u
Birds reguiarly monitors bird diversity as an indicator of > 2
the quality of life in Palau. Figure 2 at right depicts trends .i..
in bird diversity at Long Island Park in Koror. The solid

straight line represents the minimally acceptable quality
index threshold (10 species). The wavy lines represent
actual counts of species diversity of native birds and of 3 -
woodland birds. The bird diversity counts indicate that . (S787 703878023787 83F 880802787837 85380808783048538080878303
the quality of life in the vicinity of Long Island Park is Figure 2. Trends in Palau Quality-of-Life Bird Diversity Indicators
good to excellent. Long Island Park: 2010 - 2014

— - /
‘-!"t-




The Importance of Palau’s Birds and Biodiversity

, Ngermalk Island/Long Island Park - A Palauan Greenspace

Much like Central Park in New York City, Long Island Park in Koror is a tranquil greenspace amid a stressful urbanized environment. Located along
the causeway connecting Koror to Malakal, this State Conservation Area features a picnic area, swimming lagoon and nature trail in a setting of the
rich biodiversity of the fabled Rock Islands. The park and conservation area are home to 28 species of resident forest and coastal birds, bringing to
mind the words of Enru Lin, ... if you see a bird in a place, it's a good place, a safe place, a place that sustains life.”
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Clockwise from top left: Arare Blue-Faced Parrotfinch arrives on Long Istand at dawn to feed on seeds of the ngas (ironwood) trees along the shore.
Hidden in the hillside forest of the park a Palau Fruit-Dove (Biib) sings a mournful song, waking a roosting Black Noddy (Bedaoch) and White Tem
(Sechosech). Later, flocks of White-eyes (Charmbedel and Chetitalial) forage through the lower levels of the forest looking for insects and seeds to
eat, often intruding on the territories of the Palau Fantail (Melimdelebteb).
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Come join Belau National Museum at Long Island Park on the First Saturday of every month at 6:00 AM
1o learn more about the birds of this peaceful urban greenspace
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