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 We send thanks to all the Animal Life in the world. 
They have many things to teach us as people. 

We are glad they are still here and we hope it will always be so. 
 

                                                                                                        ( Mohawk Thanksgiving) 

Top to bottom: Grey-tailed Tattler, Common Sandpiper (Bengobaingukl), Little Egret, Common Redshank, Pacific Golden Plover (Derariik) 

Each creature reflects something of God and has a message to convey to us. (Laudato Si 221) 
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PALAU BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE and THE PALAU ISLANDS BIRD LIST 
The Palau Bird Records Committee recently compiled the first official checklist of the birds of Palau.  Based on 
a review of historical records and recent reports of new sightings, the committee’s checklist increases the 
total number of species known to occur in Palau to 169 resident and migratory bird species. The new checklist 
includes recent changes in the status of species that are newly recognized as endemics such as the Palau 
Cicadabird, Rusty-capped Kingfisher and Palau Nightjar.  The official Palau Islands Bird List will appear in an 
upcoming issue of the prestigious journal Western Birds published by Western Field Ornithologists.  The 
committee will continue to update the official Palau Islands Bird List on a regular basis. 

Background: “From Ridge to Reef” mural on the grounds of Belau National Museum 

INTRODUCTION: State of Palau’s Birds 

THE NATIONAL PROGRAM FOR MONITORING FOREST AND COASTAL BIRDS 
Pursuant to Action 2.1 of the National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan, the National Program for Monitoring Forest and 
Coastal Birds is mandated to (1) monitor bird diversity and bird indicator species on a regular basis, (2) analyze the data 
from the monitoring activities and (3) perform other tasks that have a “positive impact on high priority national activities 
involving conservation, wildlife management, sustainable land management and climate change.”  

 

Among the tasks of the national program is the operation of the Palau Bird Records Committee  
and the development of an official checklist of the birds of Palau – the Palau Islands Bird List. 

 



 

RESEARCH REVEALS NEW ENDEMIC SPECIES  
For many years, scientist thought that three of our local forest birds were also widespread outside 
Palau.   Recent DNA studies and other research revealed that the Palauan versions are actually endemic 
species found only in Palau.  Scientists gave the birds unique new names in recognition of their new 
status as Palau endemic species: Palau Cicadabird (Kiuidukall), Rusty-capped Kingfisher (Cherosech) 
and Palau Nightjar (Chebacheb).  The Palauan language names, of course, remain unchanged. 

KIUIDUKALL 
 Palau Cicadabird, Coracina monacha 

CHEROSECH  
Rusty-capped Kingfisher, Todiramphus pelewensis 

Below: Two of the new-found endemics are often spotted at Long Island Park 

INTRODUCTION: State of Palau’s Birds 



  

 EAST ASIAN-AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY PARTNERSHIP (EAAFP) 

Palau is geographically located within the boundaries of two major flyways for migratory shorebirds – the West Pacific Flyway 
(WPF) and, more importantly, the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF).  Of the major flyways of the world, the EAAF hosts 
the richest diversity of migratory bird species including 54 migratory species of shorebirds.  Unfortunately, the EAAF shorebird 
populations are rapidly declining due to the recent losses of coastal wetlands in Eastern Asia that are critical stopover points 
where the birds rest and replenish their food reserves before continuing their exhaustive migrations. 

Map of the 9 Flyways of the World 

According to the Palau Bird Records Committee, 41 migratory species 
of shorebirds are known to visit Palau during their migratory journeys 
to and from their breeding grounds in Asia.  At least 25 species occur 
on the sandflats (“lkes”) of Peleliu Island, making Peleliu a globally 
important destination for almost half of the migratory species of 
shorebirds in the EAAF and over 60% of the shorebirds of Palau. 

The East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) is a coalition of 13 countries in the 
EEAF that operates under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands to address the threats to 
the migratory species of shorebirds of the flyway.  The EAAFP Secretariat is located in 
Korea.  Membership includes Australia, Japan and the U.S.A.  Supporting organizations 
include BirdLife International, IUCN, WWF and Wetlands International. 

Map of the EAAF  


	01 BIRDS 2016 FRONT COVER.pdf
	02 BIRDS 2016 inside front.pdf
	03 BIRDS 2016 title page.pdf
	04 BIRDS 2016 PBRC checklist.pdf
	05 BIRDS 2016 new endemics.pdf

